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Genesis 16:1-6
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian
maidservant named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having
children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be
his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and
now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and
me.”
6
“Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.


Martin Luther wrote: “Hagar had nothing in this world except food and clothing; she was
elevated to this honor of bearing the offspring of such a great patriarch, not because of any
merits, standing, or worth of her own but solely because of the kindness and the love of her
mistress.” Yet, how did Hagar respond to this kindness?



The situation leads to conflict in Abram’s household. Luther asks: “Why does the Holy Spirit
mention these quarrels? Was there nothing more important or more profitable to record?”
How would you answer Luther’s questions?

Quotations from Luther and other comments from Luther on these accounts can be found in Luther’s
Works, Volume 3, pp. 42-74, and Volume 4, pp. 13-73. (Jaroslav Pelikan, ed.; George V. Schick, trans.). St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House. Copyright 1961 (vol 3) and 1964 (vol 4).

Genesis 16:7-16
7
The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is
beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from,
and where are you going?”
“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
9
Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The
angel added, “I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.”
11
The angel of the LORD also said to her:
“You are now with child
and you will have a son.
You shall name him Ishmael,
for the LORD has heard of your misery.
12
He will be a wild donkey of a man;
his hand will be against everyone
and everyone’s hand against him,
and he will live in hostility
toward all his brothers.”
13
She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for
she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai
Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered.
15
So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had
borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.


Identify God’s grace in this account.



What comfort do you draw from the name(s) that Hagar gives to the Lord? (Note: “Beer
Lahai Roi” means “well of the Living One who sees me”)



Ishmael was the ancestor of the Arabs (including Muhammad) and is considered in Islam to
be a prophet. How has the Lord’s prophecy in verse 12 been fulfilled?

Genesis 21:8-21
8
The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a
great feast. 9 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham
was mocking, 10 and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that
slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”
11
The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 12 But God said to
him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah
tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will make the son
of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring.”
14
Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to
Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way
and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.
15
When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. 16 Then
she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the
boy die.” And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob.
17
God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to
her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies
there. 18 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.”
19
Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin
with water and gave the boy a drink.
20
God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21
While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.


Give evidence that Hagar had not learned her lesson from more than fourteen years
earlier.



What two assurances did the Lord give to Abraham, when he was hesitant about sending
Hagar away?



Was Hagar a believer? Give evidence of faith or lack of faith from this account.

Galatians 4:21-5:4
21
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22
For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free
woman. 23 His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free
woman was born as the result of a promise.
24
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now
Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem,
because she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is
our mother. 27 For it is written:
“Be glad, O barren woman,
who bears no children;
break forth and cry aloud,
you who have no labor pains;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband.”
28
Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 At that time the son born in the
ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But
what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s
son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31 Therefore, brothers, we are
not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.
5:1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
2
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of
no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is
obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by law have been
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.


St. Paul uses the account of Abraham, Sarah and Isaac, Hagar and Ishmael, to illustrate an
important point to the Galatians. What “yoke of slavery” was threatening the Galatians?



In Paul’s comparison, who are the “children of the slave woman,” and who are the
“children…of the free woman”?



How does Paul apply Sarah’s words, quoted in 4:30, to the situation facing the Galatians
(and all New Testament Christians)?

