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Genesis 24:1-8
1
Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the LORD had blessed him in
every way. 2 He said to the chief servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had,
“Put your hand under my thigh. 3 I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the
God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites,
among whom I am living, 4 but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for
my son Isaac.”
5
The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this
land? Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?”
6
“Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said. 7 “The LORD, the
God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and who
spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give this land’—he will
send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8 If the woman is
unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. Only do not
take my son back there.”


What were Abraham’s most important criteria in finding a wife for his son Isaac? Why was
this so important to him?



What role should Christian parents today have in the marriage of their children?

Genesis 24:10b-25
He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. 11 He had the
camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the time the women
go out to draw water.
12
Then he prayed, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show
kindness to my master Abraham. 13 See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of
the townspeople are coming out to draw water. 14 May it be that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let
down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too’—let
her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown
kindness to my master.”
15
Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was
the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 16 The

girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She went down to the spring,
filled her jar and came up again.
17
The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your jar.”
18
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a
drink.
19
After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your camels too, until they
have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well
to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 21 Without saying a word, the man
watched her closely to learn whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful.
22
When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring weighing a
beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. 23 Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you?
Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?”
24
She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor.” 25
And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the
night.”


List what we learn about Rebekah from this account.



Give evidence from this account that the Lord “is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).



Are Rebekah’s attributes qualities that we encourage in young women today (whether in
our own daughters or as we encourage young men looking for a spouse)? Why or why not?

Genesis 24:50-51,54b-59
50
Laban [Rebekah’s brother] and Bethuel answered, “This is from the LORD; we can say
nothing to you one way or the other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become
the wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has directed.”
When they got up the next morning, he said, “Send me on my way to my master.”
55
But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the girl remain with us ten days or so; then
you may go.”
56
But he said to them, “Do not detain me, now that the LORD has granted success to my
journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master.”

57

Then they said, “Let’s call the girl and ask her about it.” 58 So they called Rebekah and
asked her, “Will you go with this man?”
“I will go,” she said.
59
So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s
servant and his men.


Why did Rebekah agree to go with the servant? What barriers might she have had to
overcome?

Genesis 25:20a,21,24,26b-28
20
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah...
21
Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD
answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.
24
When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb…26 Isaac
was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.


What did Rebekah have in common with her mother-in-law, Sarah?



What does this teach us about our Lord and his plan of salvation? Give examples of other
unlikely or miraculous births in Scripture.

Genesis 25:27-28; 27:1,5-17,22-23,41-45
25:27
The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while
Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved
Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
27:1
When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see… he called for
Esau his older son…
5
Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open
country to hunt game and bring it back, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard
your father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food
to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD before I die.’ 8 Now, my
son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: 9 Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young
goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to
your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies.”

11

Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I’m a man
with smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and
would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.”
13
His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get
them for me.”
14
So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty
food, just the way his father liked it. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older
son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 She also covered his
hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob
the tasty food and the bread she had made.
22
Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of
Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, for his hands were
hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him.
41
Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He
said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
42
When Rebekah was told what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son
Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought of killing you. 43
Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 Stay with him
for a while until your brother’s fury subsides. 45 When your brother is no longer angry with you
and forgets what you did to him, I’ll send word for you to come back from there. Why should I
lose both of you in one day?”


The Lord had already promised that Jacob would be the favored one (Genesis 25:23). How
did Rebekah & Jacob’s actions show a lack of faith?



What price did Rebekah have to pay for her favoritism to Jacob?



We are only three generations into God’s chosen people, and already we see some pretty
ungodly behavior and lack of faith (and there are many more to come!) What does the
fact that such accounts are included in Scripture tell us about the Lord? about the Bible?

