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Genesis 11:27-31
27
This is the account of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and
Haran…29 Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai...30 Now Sarai
was barren; she had no children. 31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran,
and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of
the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there.
Genesis 12:1-9
1
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s
household and go to the land I will show you.”
4
So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set
out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
6
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem…8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east….9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.


What do we learn about Sarah (Sarai) from these accounts?

Genesis 12:10-20
10
Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a
while because the famine was severe. 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife
Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say,
‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so that I will
be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.”
14
When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful
woman. 15 And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was
taken into his palace. 16 He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and
cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels.
17
But the LORD inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s
wife Sarai. 18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have you done to me?” he said. “Why
didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to
be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!” 20 Then Pharaoh gave orders about
Abram to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his wife and everything he had.


Agree or disagree: Abram was being selfish in his suggestion to Sarai.



How did Abram’s plan show a lack of faith?



Where do we see God’s grace in this account?



Almost 25 years later, when Abraham and Sarah went to Gerar, Abraham again told
Sarah to say she was his sister. There we find out that this wasn’t a complete lie: “she really

is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife”

(Genesis 20:12). In that account, the Lord showed mercy upon the king (Abimelech), saying,
“I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against
me. That is why I did not let you touch her” (20:6). Besides showing a lack of trust in the

Lord to keep them safe, what made what Abraham did so serious?

Genesis 16:1-6
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian
maidservant named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having
children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be
his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and
now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and
me.”
6
“Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.


How did Abram and Sarai show a lack of faith again?



How do we sometimes respond like Sarai did, when we do wrong?

Genesis 18:1-15
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed
low to the ground…
9
“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
“There, in the tent,” he said.
10
Then the LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your
wife will have a son.”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham
and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of
childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my
master is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
13
Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a
child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the
appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.”
15
Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”


Did Sarah’s laughter come from joy or unbelief? Defend your answer.

Genesis 21:1-7
Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he
had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very
time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore
him.4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded
him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
6
Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh
with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”


It was the Lord who told Abraham and Sarah to name their son Isaac, which means
laughter (Genesis 17:19). Of what two truths would that name remind Sarah?

Genesis 22:1-3
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
2
Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region
of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”
3
Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two
of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set
out for the place God had told him about.


Sarah is not mentioned in this account, but no doubt it affected her. What does a lack of
response from Sarah show about her?

1 Peter 3:1-6
Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not
believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when
they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward
adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it
should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope
in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like
Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what
is right and do not give way to fear.


Explain the application that Peter, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, makes on the basis of
Sarah’s life.

